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Respected doctors from P, 

BY JEFF TREN If 
STAFF WRITER 

TRENTON - Two star neurosurgeons 
have joined the Capital Health System 
staff - part of a push by the hospital to 
bring doctors with national prominence 
into the fold. 

Dr. Erol Veznedaroglu and Dr. Ken­
neth M. Liebman, both fonnerly of Jeffer­
son University Hospital in Philadelphia, 
have opened the $30 million Stroke and 
Cerebrovascular Center of New Jersey at 
Capital Health System at Fuld hospital, 
officials announced yesterday. 

The center will fill the void that has 
existed in the region in advanced treat­
ment of strokes and other life-threatening 
brain conditions, officials said. 

"No one's been able to treat this type 
of disease in the state of New Jersey. It's 
now happening," Veznedaroglu said. 

The move is part of a push by Capital 
Health to hire nationally recognized doc­
tors. 

Two years ago, the hospital recruited 
Dr. John Lipani from Stanford University 
Medical Center to head the hospital's Cy­
berKnife robotic radiosurgery system, an 
alternative way to remove certain cancers 
and tumors. 

"We are obviously going after the best 
doctors we can in key areas like neuro­
surgery and the CyberKnife area," Capital 
Hpalth okeswoman Jayne O'Connor 
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said. "The biggest iInpact is providing the 
community and region with medical ex­
pertise not available before now." 

Before the arrival ofVeznedaroglu and 
Liebman, patients in Mercer County who 
had a stroke would be rushed to their 
local ER and then transported by helicop­
ter to hospitals in bigger cities for ad­
vanced care - with a lag time in treat­
ment that could be dangerous. 

"Most patients had to go to Philadel­
phia or New York to get the type of care 
they are now getting from Dr. Vezneda­
roglu and Dr. Liebman," O'Connor said. 

Veznedaroglu was formerly director of 
the Division of Neurovascular Surgery and 
Endovascular Neurosurgery at Jefferson 
University Hospitals and Liebman was as­
sistant professor of neurosurgery at Jeffer­
son Medical School. The pair joined Capi­
tal Health along with their team of about 

20 specially trained nurses and clinical 
staff, O'Connor said. 

"The overall vision for Capital Health is 
to provide a high level of treatment and 
recruit doctors at the highest level of ex­
pertise,,, O'Connor said. 

Only about 60 doctors nationwide do 
the non-invasive procedures Veznedaroglu 
and Liebman can do, she said. The tradi­
tional way to treat aneurysm is open sur­
gery, she said. 

"We are among the handful of physi­
cians in the country that can do both," 
Veznedaroglu said. 

Veznedaroglu said the move to Capital 
Health made sense for him since about 60 
percent of his patients at Jefferson came 
from New Jersey. 

Veznedaroglu is one of the few doctors 
in the nation chosen by trial investigators 
to treat aneurysms with a new glue-like 
substance called O~"X HD500, a foam 
which fills the aneurysm and cuts off the 
area's blood supply to prevent a potenti­
ally fatal burst. 

"There were 20 cases in the United 
States," Veznedaroglu said. "I've done five 
of them." 

Veznedaroglu finds the new treat­
ments to be exciting - and life-saving. 
"Ten years ago it was· a death sentence to 
have a stroke," he said. 

Contact JefjTrently atjtrently@njti­
mes.com. 
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